"χε! 


. point of it.. This was also | 


Western European reaction. to ‘the us blockade’ of Cuba has 
undergone some changes during the first three days since its 
announcement, but has resulted in « general. ond goa met 
the situation warranted or even. demanded | 


was given, of course, varied from country te country; 
. on the whole the response has been one of understanding s 


Certain facets of the reaction are, hovever, worth scitingt 


Ζ + τε wea 


(1). Considerable note was taken, both in the press and in 
some official reactions, of the lack of consults οἷν 
De Gaulle was presumably miffed by this. and some Italians 


seemed seriously annoyed, while some of ‘the press made quite a 


However, in general the absence of ‘consultation was ‘accepted as 
necessary and at least. ia the short run the negative reactions 
do not appear of δι 


ΕΣ 2 ι numbe: οὗ. countries, supporting. the US as a matter οὗ. 
principle μὰ this showdown with the Soviet Union, nonetheless 
avoided specific endorsenent of the kind of action taken. 
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| ᾿ς (4 Considerable doubt was. expressed initielly, notably - - 
in the British and Italian and to 4 lesser extent in the 
French press, as to the facts in the situation, but there is 
now quite general acceptance of both the facts end their ς 
significance as set forth by the Us. ᾿ | 


(5) Although the degree of support of the US action 
varied predictably from one Western European country to 
another, the failure of Italy and Norway to sive clear . 
support to the action was conspicuous. | 


(6) There was s naturally much speculation as to the 
possible upshot of the US sction. There was widespread fear ~:~ 
that the Russians might counter with action elsewhere, notably 
in Berlin, and/or that there might be a clash in the Caribbean, 
either of which might lesd to war in Europe. There were con- 
trary voices that only by such firm action could the Soviets be 
halted. And there were frequently expressed hopes that by | 
negotiation, or UN action, or a Summit meeting the matter aight 
somehow.be peacefully resolved. But thus far there was no con- 
certed push in any direction. As the week ended, there was a 
tendency in Western Europe to see tension somewhat eased as the 
quarantine failed to produce fireworks. 


Offictal UK Teaction to the Us Cuban action has been : 
increasingly favorable. ‘The firse Sovernnent, statement, issued | 
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. ity. Prime. Minister Mecnillen made a strong statement. 
to Commons on. October. 25. condemning the Soviet action as. 8 
rove on designed to test the determination. of the 
ἃ supported: the US decision not to ‘accept this Soviet move. =. 
capest fet UE chavesterination of tho uiosiion se τ sosoweedly y 


6 suxiety and spprehen- 


4 


directly. affected “allies (in. rebuttal Macaillen cited pr 
notification to. the UK. and his belief thet in. this matter the 
President was forced to act rapidly). Gaitss 


in Commons was. however. unusually restrsined. 


Other Labor Party leaders have also 
move, but at “us. Bs one, George. Brown, 
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nor has any ‘British : readiness ὅς. participate (beyoud. the: 
request by the government on October: 23 65 British δδῖροι 
they be as cooperative as possible with US suthorities 
the Caribbean) in mnctions against. the"USSR oF Cubs. eee 
expressed. | | | βὰ ᾿ 


| Before President Kennedy's speech. the British press was 
. almost. Unanimously opposed to the | 
measures against Cuba. Despite the change in the situation | 
resulting from the.. evidence of Soviet missiles, ‘oaly one. of the 
major papers (the rigt Ly ᾿ 
unreservedly. supported the us. ‘limited blockade ? 
22. Many other papers ὁ ssed doubts about. the scourecy_ of 
the US evelustion of. the afsst e site. grephiis or: saw the t 
4416 were somewhat: mote sympet μ tie but still: ‘teplayed’ ‘ce arve —.. 
the! us". US" counter~action. ΑἿΣ papers, Pareregy 


convincing Britons: thet there was. ; juscifieseion for US. ‘action. 
A swing to editorial understanding and sympathy for. the US move 
appears to be. continuing, as the implications of the Soviet 
gambit sink in. Embassy London. ‘believes that. the majority of 

the British. public’ accepts ‘and. sv 6 the US action. It feels. 
that the demonstrations against the us ‘have been. organized by 
Communists and. the often active. ‘ban-the-bosb. > SEOUP A strong — 
neutrelist note’ is. ats din. agenc ba:0f Ban- 
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Both oftictal and public opinion to the Federal Republic 
of Germany end West Berlin firmly supported the US decision to 
interdict further delive a of strategic weapons. materials. to. 
Cuban ports atid to demand. dismantling of Soviet aissile installa- 
tions in Cuba. Chancellor Ad art: cole: ΣΕΥ ep ε- 

in welcoming the US decision to ‘interven " je, and defended the. 
announced measures as both sppropria Sa ecensary; he ies 
especially gratified at having been informed of the decisiqn 
advance, and neither he nor: τὺ ρθουν = we δῷ at te = 0 
any evidence of pique at not. having been consulte 
einply informed. Governing Mayor 8] 
ng the general sect atest σι .Α ‘that aye over the δ δωκεν, 
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τ October 23 the: Dutch Government officially: stated ic. 
fully recopyises fn waite fact that the United States } finds itself 


¥@ 6xpr 
: of the Alliance that 
would be ‘produced. by the. ‘stopping of senioe “of NATO countries,.. . 
snd } suggested several possible solutions to. the problem. 


“The Dutch. opposition Labor Party , . the of 
position, and the extreme left and the pacifists had not, by 
October ee succeeded in generating much steam behind their ; ne 


Ta general Dutch editorial. comment continues predominantly — : 
favorable with minor exceptions and has not varied much ἔσο 
its initial firs support for the President's stend on Cuba. ᾿ 
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Initial Belgian Government reaction was in ‘support: oe the 
President's stand. Official 1 els 
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